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The Roaring Seas of Story Telling
We all have heard a story, or at least will hear one in our lifetime. Storytelling has been around since the beginning of language. It started out with just telling something to someone. For instance, we would tell our friend something exciting that happened to us when we first saw them.  Then in time, we developed more, became more sophisticated. Now we are able to not only tell stories, but also to write the stories down. For us, that would be reading a book, or writing a letter and reading it. Today in this technological era, everything is at our fingertips. We are able to contact anybody when we want with cell phones, email, or even instant messaging. So, instead of telling someone a story face-to-face, we can just text it to our friends. This is how story telling is changing in our world.

Back in the ages when there wasn’t Facebook, MySpace, or even cell phones, talking to each other was the only way of communication. Back then, we had to use storytelling as a one of the few ways of entertainment. People gathered around just to listen to someone tell a story, even if it was fictional. Although, just listening to the speaker tell their story and watching them use their own body language could have pulled people into the story. In a personal interview with Molly Miller, she said, “With traditional storytelling, the speaker always has some sort of body language. This not only makes the story more magical, but more dramatic.” When my grandparents tell me a story, they always use body language. 
Having my background of my grandparents telling me stories has influenced me greatly as a storyteller. As previously said, my grandfather not only uses his hands while he’s telling a story, but he uses whatever needed for the story. When he was telling me the story of the whale and the whaler, he motioned the paddle going in and out of the water, to help set the scene of the whaler going into the sea. Now, when I tell a story to a friend or to a little cousin, I catch myself getting into the story by pretending I am the character. Not only do I alter my voice to the story’s needs, but also I sometimes act things out. I believe if my grandfather was young again he would too. If it weren’t for my cultural background of having stories told to me as a child, I wouldn’t be the person I am today. 
Anna Castillo, author of many books, believes that without her background she wouldn’t have had the same events happen to her. Having parents that worked hard and long in factories in Chicago helped her become the hardworking woman she is today. Castillo considers herself a “disciplined writer”. She wouldn’t have written all the books she has, if it was for her will to write what needs to be written. Castillo’s considers “it’s everything” when it come to relating cultural backgrounds and storytelling. Castillo’s dad told her stories growing up. Ana Castillo said that her father’s way of telling a story publicly is the same as her writing a story. Her father was a great influence on her career. If Castillo’s father didn’t tell stories with the methods he did, she might not have wrote all the books she did. There isn’t a cultural past that hasn’t influenced its future. In other words, you cannot have one without the other.  Most of the stories I was told as a child were about my cultural background.
The last story my grandfather told me a story about a key figure female runner in the 1950s. In the story, he would point off into the distance with his hand to show how she was running around the track faster than the men runners were. In some parts of the story, he would change the tone of his voice to a whisper or to a deep voice. This not only gave me a setting of the story, but also gave me more interest to listen to the entire story. When comparing my experience to Molly’s, she didn’t have the same body language effect from her family storyteller as I did with my grandfather. Her grandfather “was very monotone, and didn’t make the story that exciting.”  My grandfather told me later that in our culture it’s a tradition to remember stories by memory. Then also, how I was suppose to remember the entire story, and wasn’t able to hear the stories repeated again, or even record it. Being from this era of technology, I wanted to record it or type it out, so I could say I did remember it, when I really didn’t remember the story. This is an example of how times with story telling are different from the past. In the past, we had to remember this by memory, but now in this time we can do type it out or videotape it, or put it on YouTube. However, being that I couldn’t use my gadgets and gizmos of the this twenty-first centaury, I tried to remember as much of the story as I could. With letters and books, being one of the other methods of storytelling, we don’t have the body language to pull us into the story, and it’s not the most current way of storytelling. 

In Ana Castillo’s book, The Mixquiahuala Letters, a book has a series of letters from Teresa to Alicia. However, we never get the response letters from the Alicia. Letters, being some of the older ways of communication, and some of the most popular ways to communicate in the earlier times; like when this Castillo wrote this book. Letters may not be completely giving you the feeling of the person who you’re trying to communicate with, but it does give you some feeling of the person of the person. Letters might be used for long distance relationships, like Teresa and Alicia in The Mixquiahuala Letters. They are close friends but live a great distance apart. One interesting thing that Teresa does when she is writing letters to her friend is that she signs her name differently. At times, she signs “Tere” (Castillo 33) or simply “T” (Castillo 46). This gives us a sense of who she is at those times, a personal touch of who she is.  This is similar to writing letters by hand; it also gives us a sense of the person. We know when a person writes us a letter by hand then they took the time to care about whom they were writing it to. For the receiver of the letter it gives them the sense of the person being there. Everybody’s handwriting is different; none are the same for two people. When I read a letter from someone, I know it’s them by their handwriting. Writing a letter by hand compared to emailing may seem the same, but it’s not.

Today when you usually want to communicate with them, you can do various things like email, text, call, Skype, Facebook, MySpace, and many other things.  Today’s teenagers use all these things for communicating with their friends. Teenagers especially use their cell phones for texting other people. Teenagers today can send as much as “14,528 text messages in one month” (Greg Hardesty). With all this texting, where is the talking? Yes, we can put LOL on our text messages to show that we’re laughing out loud, but most of the times we are not really laughing, we’re just texting or typing that. Compared to when we hear a story face-to-face, we get the real emotions out for everybody to see, while texting is misleading. When people text each other, they are talking to the person and communicating on some level, but it is not the same level as in hearing a story told to your face. Most teenagers would rather text their story to another person, than wait until they see them next. Being a teenager with a cell phone, I personally do this.  When an event or something has happened to me, I usually don’t call my friend or wait until I see them again; instead I whip out my cell phone and text them my last exciting event. In the words of Molly Miller, “teenagers and Americans in general have no patience to wait in line or to do anything, like wait to tell a friend a story.” In this new era, we want things quick and now. Texting happens to be one of those things. Texting is “perceived to be much less rich than face-to-face communication” (Yueh-Chiang Lee). The relationship between the sender of the text and the reader is less personal compared to a letter and even a simple conversation to the person in person. Some “think a phone call is better than texting” (Dwayne Johnson Jr.) because you get more from the person. People today need the connection to other people. We need the feeling of being something to others. Most of this need can be solved from just talking to a person. 
When you talk to a person, you see them and can see their body language. Talking with the help of technology does not get any of the body language or the insight of the person across. Personally, if I were talking to a friend, I would want to see them so if they needed comfort I could give it to them, instead of sending smiley faces. Humans need human-to-human interaction. If we did not get the interaction, we are missing life. People need other people to be there for them. If we all lived in a society that had us be alone, there would be no “we the people” it would just be “I”. We, as being interactively communicating humans, cannot live alone with knowing we can have something better in life. For example, in the movie Cast Away, Chuck Noland (Tom Hanks) is stranded on an island for more than four years (Rand Richards) without any alive human contact. Chuck, wanting “the human need for love and company” (Rand Richards) finds company in his trusty volleyball Wilson. Having no one else to talk to, Chuck considers this volleyball to be an actual friend. He not only talks to it, but also cries when it is stranded off in the vast sea. Most people would think of Chuck as being crazy because he talked to volleyball for over four years, but realistically we all have the need to talk to someone or to be cared for by someone. What happened to Chuck in Cast Away is what would happen to us if we did not communicate with others face-to-face. We would need many more Wilsons to help us through that problem. 
In conclusion, there are different ways relationships between the story and the listener. First came storytelling face-to-face, when that’s all we could do. There, right in front of us, is the person. With the person right there, we can not only see their gestures or reactions to the story we tell them, but also get the feeling that we are cared for; then the need of having the connection between others is filled. Having my grandfather tell me a story, and having me remember the story from memory, without technology is an example of this. Then, with letters and literature, the stories are written down and only described to us on paper. The writer of the story might not be there physically while we read the story, but we could still get the feeling of them if they wrote the letter by hand. By this, we may not be able to see the person smile or hear the person laugh, although we know by the handwriting that they are still care enough to give it some personal touch. Today, we have so many different types of communication, that we can loose count of what to check, like emails, phones, webcams, and MySpace. Teenagers use many different types of communication. One of the favorites is texting. With texting, you don’t get the real reactions of the other person’s response. They may send a smiley face to you when they are not even smiling. Texting may be quick, but you lose a lot of the personal communication and sense that face-to-face gives. I do text, like any other teenager. However, my cultural background has helped me stay grounded so I don’t not go overboard into the sea texting. The teenagers of today and of the future, need to have an anchor on the boat, so they can know that the boat of moving technology can and will stop one day so the teenagers don’t lose themselves to the roaring sea. Teenagers should be able to use the past ways of communicating as well as the modern ones, so they don’t end up lost at sea, like Wilson the volleyball. 
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