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Sacrifices


What does it mean to sacrifice? There is infamous Jesus Christ and how he sacrificed his life for others well being. There is the mother and/or father that sacrificed dreams for his or her children. There is the sacrifice of an individual that must be taken to be great. Webster defines sacrifice as “destruction or surrender of something for the sake of something else”. Therefore, people who want to be something or someone must “surrender” something in the cost for being the something or someone. Athletes must sacrifice everyday that they step up to the plate or the starting line. They sacrificed their time, for training being an athlete from being someone else. No one is making them sacrifice, but they or we are making the choice of sacrificing to hopefully be something better than what we were before. The choice of being an artist, as Thea Kronborg is choosing, has many sacrifices than just time, but much more.

Thea spent her childhood playing the piano everyday and even “in vacation [she had] to practice four hours everyday and then there’ll [was] Thor to [be taken] care of.”(14) All those hours of playing with dolls or jump roping were gone. The hours of playing hide-and-seek or tag were mostly gone for Thea’s childhood. However, she was different from most children she had something called talent. To be something more than ordinary, she had to, involuntarily, do what she could to try to be something extraordinary. Thea was not told she had talent until she was able to understand what it really is to be talented. 

To be surrounded by a talented public would make it easier to find help to become better, but then harder to shine out. Thea is the opposite. Being born into a small town with a town full of the same people, but she had few chances and teachers around to help to her become a bright star in the night sky. Thea had to see what it was to see mediocre singers perform and the practice. While she was the working had to be what she could, just to be out shone by a mediocre.  “This time [Miss Darcey] made B flat, and went on into the happy belief that she had done well enough” (250) when she was suppose to sing a B natural. Miss Darcey was the artist that “was singing everywhere then” (248). While Thea could only sing at funeral, even though she was better than Miss Darcey. By this, Thea was not “artless” (248) and her voice was not “bird like” (248), but was a “tree bursting in bloom” (445).  Thea had to face what it was to say to someone’s face that she was poor and could not do something that entailed a certain sum of money.  She had to live with the standard that she grew up with for sometime. 


To always dream what you wanted to be or could be, but not just as a little kid, but also as an adult is powerful. That spark or wanting for something out in the distance and to attempt to obtain it is a drive for that spark or wanting. For instance, putting a lighted match on top of a pile of dry sticks, and watching it suddenly ignite to a big flame. Nevertheless, for the sticks to burn into a blazing long lasting flame, you have to have something more than talent. There has to be more to a person than a voice, or some sacrifices, but passion and dedication. The passion keeps the fire going. No matter if, water that tries to extinguish it. 


Thea has talent. She has sacrificed her relationship with her family to be a singer. She has sacrificed a stable future at Moonstone, to be a singer. She has sacrificed her time of being a normal or typical girl of her age to be a singer. Thea sacrificed most possessions that some artists would not take to sacrifice. Her skill of learning whatever music she can, is awed by some. However, Thea would not have gotten to be the Opera singer she is without her passion. If we do not have the passion or the endeavor to do something and to sacrifice some great things to be something or someone better, nothing will ever happen. With the passion to be able to learn, to be able to be taught by someone is a factor to being great also.  Thea may have not liked her teacher Mr. Browers, but he was her first teacher to teach her how to sing correctly. Some for now may love people like Miss Darcey, but artists like her do not have the passion to be great. They will never make it to be great, because they have to want it like nothing else and be able to sacrifice when needed. 

To be great at anything, we need two things: the ability to sacrifice, and the desire or passion to do something great. If we have these things, everything else will take care of itself. We as humans want more of everything, but the few humans that sacrifice for something great come few. There are few characters like Thea Kronborg today. Because of what she did, and how the people around her helped her, does not happen to many children today. Most today settle for what is around them, the opposite of what Thea did. We must reach out and think outside of the box to be great, as with sacrificing and having passion. Nothing in life is free, especially being great, because of everything that happens between starting to realize the passion and sacrificing one of the most precious things to us. We can be great, only if we are willing to be, as Thea Kronborg was.
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